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Recommendations Requiring Legislative Action  

This document compiles recommendations from the South Carolina State Energy Plan that would 

require legislative action by the South Carolina General Assembly. Each of the recommendations 

below achieved consensus in subcommittee. Page numbers refer to the Energy Plan Appendices. 

For the Energy Plan and its Appendices, including background information on each 

recommendation, please see the Energy Office website at www.energy.sc.gov/energyplan. 

 

1. Recommendation for Changing the Review and Adoption Process of 

the Energy Code in South Carolina (pg. 18)  

Barrier: Past laws mandated the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) for all new 

and renovated buildings and removed the code from the normal adoption process. These laws 

impacted the state’s ability both to ensure that public buildings are constructed to up-to-date 

codes and to benefit from the cost savings of the latest edition of the IECC. 

Action: Move the amendment and adoption of the IECC back to the Building Codes Council so 

this important code is reviewed, promulgated, and adopted on the same cycle and with the 

same criteria as the other model building codes in the state.  

2. Convert EE Manufactured Housing Tax Credit to Direct Rebate (pg. 

20) 

Barrier: There is low participation in the existing tax credit for manufactured housing energy 

efficiency.  

Action: Convert current tax credit program for energy-efficient manufactured housing to a direct 

rebate.  

3. Create a State Tax Credit for Energy Efficiency for Residential 

Homeowners (pg. 21) 

Barrier: Minimal state incentives exist for homeowners or landlords to complete energy efficiency 

upgrades on housing. This is particularly important for manufactured housing.  

Action: Adopt state tax credits for energy efficiency upgrades for existing residences. 

4. Multifamily Housing EE (pg. 22) 

Barrier: The multifamily community is underserved by existing energy efficiency programs due to 

minimal incentives issued and funding sources. In addition, many properties are extremely 

inefficient, and it is difficult to get landlords to make sure properties have affordable energy 

costs – especially since in many cases they are not the ones paying the electric bill.  

Action: Adopt state tax credits for energy efficiency upgrades for rentals and multi-family housing 

and evaluate state-level legislation to require minimum energy efficiency standards for all rental 

properties.  
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5. Encourage On-Bill Financing Programs (pg. 24)  

Barrier: On-bill financing loans are capped at an interest at 4% above the one-year Treasury rate. 

This interest rate limit may be too low to make on-bill financing programs economically viable 

for electrical utilities.  

Action: Expand the availability of on-bill financing of energy efficiency programs and change the 

on-bill financing statute and program design to encourage expansion of the programs. 

6. Public Benefits Fund (pg. 26)  

Barrier: The state lacks a revenue stream to advance energy efficiency and renewable energy 

opportunities that support policy goals.  

Action: Explore the possibility of rolling out a public benefits fund, if appropriate, and associated 

surcharges. The funds should be used for energy efficiency upgrades for electric and natural 

gas customers and not be reappropriated. 

7. Property-Assessed Clean Energy Programs (pg. 57) 

Barrier: Utility customers are often challenged or unable to access financing for renewable energy 

and energy efficiency. 

Action: Propose commercial and residential PACE legislation and provide implementation 

guidance to local governments.  

8. Incentives for State Entities (pg. 62) 

Barrier: State schools, government and public buildings, and state entities are unable of to make 

renewable energy and energy efficiency projects economically viable and sustainable. This is 

due to fact that these entities are not eligible for tax incentives or any kind of rebates for 

renewable energy projects/installations.  

Action: Provide state incentives or grants for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects. Set 

a 2-5% renewable energy production policy/goal to promote clean energy projects.  

9.  Energy Audits (pg. 63)  

Barrier: State agencies must prequalify and contract directly with qualified firms to obtain energy 

audits on state buildings.  

Action: Amend the state procurement code to allow for qualification-based selection and 

contracting of firms qualified to perform energy audits on state buildings. 

10. PSCFC/South Carolina Electric Auto Association (pg. 72)  

Barrier: Current state statute does not provide an income-tax credit for the purchase of an all-

electric vehicle.  

Action: Revise existing statute to include that all-electric vehicles are qualifying vehicles eligible for 

the state income tax credit.  


